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Hand	Signals	for	the	Directing	of	Vehicles
In	order	to	maintain	a	professional	and	uniform	standard,	the	following	hand	signals	will	
be	used	whenever	guiding	a	vehicle.	Never	combine	directions	together	(e.g.,	forward	and	
go	left)	Give	only	one	direction	at	a	time.	

COME	FORWARD	–	Using	both	arms,	start	with	your	
arms	lowered,	palms	facing	up.	Bending	your	forearms	at	
the	elbow,	raise	to	an	upright	position.	Repeat	this	up	
and	down	motion	slowly,	to	instruct	the	driver	to	come	
forward.	This	movement	must	be	done	slowly,	to	let	the	
driver	know	that	they	are	also	expected	to	move	slowly.	

GO	TO	THE	RIGHT	OR	LEFT	–	Extend	your	arm	
and	point	in	the	direction	that	the	vehicle	needs	to	
go.	Use	your	other	arm	by	bending	at	the	elbow,	and	
also	pointing	in	the	same	direction.		

STOP	–	Extend	both	arms	with	palms	facing	out,	until	the	
vehicle	has	come	to	a	complete	stop.		

Remember,	the	movement	speed	of	your	arms,	will	
dictate	the	movement	speed	of	the	vehicle.	Always	
provide	directions	in	a	slow	deliberate	manner.	Abrupt	
movements	or	directional	changes	may	also	cause	the	
driver	to	“jerk”	in	that	direction,	and	may	cause	them	to	
accidentally	press	the	gas	pedal	and	lurch	towards	the	Loader.	When	any	signal	is	in	doubt	
or	if	there	is	any	confusion	on	the	part	of	the	driver	or	Loader,	simply	motion	the	driver	to	
STOP,	re-evaluate	the	situation	and	begin	slowly	directing	the	driver	again.	Also,	keep	in	
mind	that	if	needed,	you	can	have	the	driver	reverse	a	little,	and	start	again.	


